American Mediation

sent in my resignation, as I was completely identified with this
policy. However, I shall return to this side of the question
later.
The following telegram from the Foreign Office gave me the
official information of our peace offer :
CIPHER TELEGRAM   No. 128
" Berlin, gth December, 1916.
" Confidential, for your personal information.
" We have decided to make use of the favourable position
created by the fall of Bukarest in order, according to telegram
number 116 of the 2ist November, to make a peace ofier in
conjunction with our Allies, probably on Thursday, the I2th
December. We do not at the present moment run any risk
of damaging our prestige or showing signs of weakness. Should
the enemy reject the offer the odium of continuing the war
will fall upon them. For reasons stated in telegram number 121
we could not wait any longer for President Wilson to make up
his mind to take action.
" The American Embassy here will at the given moment
receive a Note in which the American Government will be
requested to communicate our peace ofier to those of our enemies
with whom they represent our interests. Our other enemies
will be informed through the medium of Switzerland and Spain
respectively. American representative in conversation with
Chancellor on 5th December expressed himself, in confidence,
on the President's mission, among other things, as follows:
* What the President now most earnestly desires is practical
co-operation on part of German authorities iu bringing about
a favourable opportunity for soon and affirmative action by the
President looking to an early restoration of peace.* Chancellor
replied to American representative, he was * extremely gratified
to see from the President's message that in the given moment
he could count upon the sincere and practical co-operation of
the President in the restoration of peace, as much as the president
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